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The Autry Museum of the American West Presents New Exhibition 
Creative Continuities: Family, Pride, and Community in 

Native Art 
November 15, 2025–June 27, 2027 

John Pepion, Niitsitapii (Blackfeet/Blackfoot), Our Land, 2022, Ink on antique map, The Autry Museum of the 
American West.

(September 16, 2025 – Los Angeles, CA) In Creative Continuities: Family, Pride, and Community 
in Native Art, three contemporary Plains Indian artists—John Pepion (Blackfeet), Brocade Stops 
Black Eagle (Crow), and Jessa Rae Growing Thunder (Dakota/Nakoda)—reflect upon their 
relationships with works created by their Ancestors. The three Native culture bearers and 
artists have each curated a section of the exhibition, framing works from the Autry’s collection 
that originated within their respective communities within one of the three concepts at the 
heart of the exhibition. 

Featuring selected works from the Autry’s Native American collections, Creative Continuities 
explores cultural meanings, histories, and concepts through the lens of three themes: Knowing, 
Create, and Transference. The artists’ words comprise much of the narrative presented 
throughout the gallery, and objects are referred to by their respective Indigenous language 
names, followed by their English translations. 



To connect with these works is to have an understanding of and an association with cultural 
traditions, history, and knowledge. Historical works are the foundation of the creative practices 
of many contemporary Native artists, serving as an inspiration and guiding path for artistic 
production and improvisation.   

This exhibition encourages museum visitors to experience historical objects through the eyes of 
contemporary Native artists, and understand how, for many Native communities, artistic 
production continues to play an important role in cultural activities. When viewed through the 
contexts of place, family, and community, the objects can be more deeply understood.  

Through this unique combination of cultural items and stories about Native American art, 
Creative Continuities aims to educate visitors about the diversity of Native American culture, 
history, and tradition that crosses tribal boundaries, past and present. When Native artists have 
the space to offer an informed understanding of the communities, histories, and traditions that 
underpin these objects, their voices become the focal point. The Autry aims to be a venue 
where these conversations happen.  

Works in this exhibition include beadwork, drawings, horse regalia, and various other works 
used for daily life. Organized by Joe D. Horse Capture, Vice President of Native Collections, Chief 
Curator, and Ahmanson Curator of Native American History and Culture, this four-year project 
included partnerships with each of the artists and visits to their home communities, reflected in 
the media incorporated within the gallery.  

Exhibition Sponsors: 
Creative Continuities: Family, Pride, and Community in Native Art is supported by Leslie and 
Aaron Kern; the Henry Luce Foundation; the Mildred E. and Harvey S. Mudd Foundation; Caryll 
and William Mingst; the National Endowment for the Arts; the Paloheimo Foundation; the 
Santa Fe Natural Tobacco Company Foundation; the Terra Foundation for American Art; and 
the Wyeth Foundation for American Art. 

About the Autry Museum of the American West:  
The Autry Museum of the American West is dedicated to exploring and sharing the stories, 
experiences, and perceptions of the diverse peoples of the American West, connecting the 
past to the present to inspire our shared future. The museum presents a wide range of 
exhibitions and public programs—including lectures, film, theatre, festivals, family events, 
and music—in addition to scholarship, research, and educational outreach. The Autry’s  
holdings comprise more than 600,000 artworks and cultural objects, including one of the 
largest and most significant collections of Native American materials in the United States.  
For more information, please visit https://theautry.org/creative-continuities. 

https://theautry.org/creative-continuities


The Autry Museum of the American West acknowledges the Gabrielino/Tongva peoples as the traditional 
land caretakers of Tovaangar (the Los Angeles basin and So. Channel Islands). We recognize that the Autry 
Museum and its campuses are located on the traditional lands of Gabrielino/Tongva peoples, and we pay our 
respects to the Honuukvetam (Ancestors), ‘Ahiihirom (Elders) and ‘Eyoohiinkem (our relatives/relations) 
past, present, and emerging.  

Autry Museum of the American West  
4700 Western Heritage Way, Los Angeles, CA 90027-1462 
Museum and Store Hours:  
Tuesday–Friday 10 a.m.–4 p.m.  
Saturday–Sunday 10 a.m.–5 p.m.  
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